Chayei Sarah
“Sarah’s Life”

Torah: Genesis 23:1-25:18
Haftarah: 1 Kings 1:1-31
Brit Chadasha: Matthew 8:19-22, 27:3-10, Luke 9:57-62

All verses are from the Tree of Life Bible

TORAH:

Genesis 23

Abraham Purchases Machpelah

1 Now Sarah’s life was 127 years—the years of Sarah’s life.

2 Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), in the land of Canaan. Abraham
came to mourn for Sarah and to weep over her.

3 Then Abraham rose from before his dead one and spoke to the sons of Heth
saying,

4 “l am an outsider and a sojourner among you. Give me a gravesite among you
so that | may bury my dead from before my presence.”

5 The sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him,

6 “Listen to us, my lord. You are a prince of God among us. Bury your dead in the
best of our graves. None among us will withhold his grave from you, to bury your
dead one.”

7 Then Abraham got up and bowed down to the people of the land, to the sons of
Heth,

8 and spoke with them saying, “If you are of a mind to let me bury my dead from
before my presence, listen to me. Plead with Ephron son of Zophar on my behalf,
9 that he may give me the cave of Machpelah that belongs to him, that is at the
end of his field. At the full price let him give it to me in your midst for a
gravesite.”



10 Now Ephron was sitting in the midst of the sons of Heth. And Ephron the
Hittite answered Abraham in the ears of the sons of Heth, all those who enter the
gate of his city, saying,

11 “No, my lord, listen to me. The field—I hereby give it to you. Also the cave that
is in it—I hereby give it to you. In the eyes of the sons of my people, | hereby give
it to you. Bury your dead one.”

12 Then Abraham bowed down before the people of the land,

13 and spoke to Ephron in the ears of the people of the land saying, “But if only
you would please listen to me. | hereby give the price of the field. Accept it from
me that | may bury my dead one there.”

14 So Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him,

15 “My lord, listen to me. A land worth 400 shekels of silver—what is that
between me and you? Bury your dead one.”

16 Abraham heard Ephron. So Abraham weighed out to Ephron the silver that he
had spoken of in the ears of the sons of Heth—400 shekels of silver at the
merchant’s rate.

17 Now Ephron’s field that is in Machpelah next to Mamre—the field and the
cave thatis init, and all the trees that are in the field in all its surrounding
territory—was handed over

18 to Abraham as a purchased possession in the eyes of the sons of Heth, before
all those who enter the gate of his city.

19 Afterward, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of
Machpelah next to Mamre (that is, Hebron), in the land of Canaan.

20 So the field and the cave that was in it were handed over to Abraham as a
gravesite from the sons of Heth.

Genesis 24

Courting of Rebekah

1 Now Abraham was old, advanced in years, and Adonai blessed Abraham in
everything.

2 Then Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household who managed
everything that belonged to him, “Now put your hand under my thigh,



3 so that | may make you take an oath by Adonai, the God of heaven and the God
of earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from among the daughters of the
Canaanites among whom | am dwelling.

4 On the contrary, to my land and to my relatives you must go and get a wife for
my son Isaac.

5 But the servant said to him, “Suppose the woman were unwilling to follow after
me to this land? Should | then have your son go back to the land you came from?
6 Abraham said to him, “See to it that you don’t return my son there.

7 Adonai, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from my
native land and who spoke to me and made a pledge to me saying, ‘To your seed |
will give this land’—He will send His angel before you and you will take a wife for
my son from there.

8 If the woman is not willing to follow after you, then you will be free from this
oath of mine. Nevertheless, you must not return my son there.”

9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and he
made a pledge to him concerning this matter.

10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and left with all the best of
his master’s things in his hand. Then he arose and went to Aram-Naharaim, to
Nahor’s city.

11 Then he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at
evening time, the time for the going out to draw water.

12 “Adonai, the God of Abraham my master,” he said, “please make something
happen before me today, and show loyalty to Abraham my master.

13 Look, | am standing by the spring of water, and the daughters of the men of
the city are going out to draw water.

14 Now let it be that the young woman to whom | say, ‘Please tip your jar so that |
may drink,” and she will say, ‘Drink—and I’ll also water your camels’—let her be
the one You have appointed for your servant Isaac. So by this I'll know that You
have shown graciousness to my master.”

15 Now before he had finished speaking, behold there was Rebekah (who was
born to Bethuel son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother) going out
with her jar on her shoulder.



16 Now the young woman was very good looking, a girl of marriageable age, and
she was a virgin. She went down to the spring and filled her jar and came up.

17 Then the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please let me sip a little water
from your jar.”

18 So she said, “Drink, my lord,” and she quickly lowered her jar onto her hand
and gave him a drink.

19 Now when she finished giving him a drink, she said, “I'll also draw water for
your camels until they’ve finished drinking.”

20 So she quickly poured out her jug into the trough, ran back to the well to draw
water, and drew water for all his camels,

21 while the man continued to pay close attention to her, keeping silent in order
to know whether or not Adonai had made his way successful.

22 Now after the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a nose ring of
gold weighing a half-shekel and two bracelets on her hands weighing ten shekels
of gold.

23“Whose daughter are you?” he said. “Please tell me. Is there room in your
father’s house for us to spend the night?”

24She said to him, “I’'m the daughter of Bethuel, son of Milcah, whom she bore to
Nahor.”

25 She also said to him, “There’s both straw and plenty of feed with us, as well as
room to spend the night.”

26 Then the man bowed down and worshipped Adonai,

27 and he said, “Blessed be Adonai, the God of my master Abraham, who has not
forsaken His loyalty and His truth toward my master. As for me, Adonai has
guided me in the way to the house of my master’s brothers.”

28 Then the young woman ran and told her mother’s house these things.

29 Now Rebekah had a brother and his name was Laban, and Laban ran outside to
the man at the spring.

30 As soon as he saw the nose ring and the bracelets on his sister’s hands, and
when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister saying, “Thus the man said to me,”
he went to the man. There he was, standing by the camels at the spring.

31 So he said, “Come in, blessed of Adonai. Why are you standing outside when
I’'ve tidied up the house and there is room for the camels?”



32 So the man came to the house and he unloaded the camels. Straw and feed
were given to the camels and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who
were with him.

3 3Food was placed before him to eat, but he said, “l won’t eat until I've stated
my business.” So he said, “Speak.”

34 “l am Abraham’s servant,” he said.

35 Adonai has blessed my master very much so that he has become great, and He
has given to him flocks of sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male slaves and
female slaves, camels and donkeys.

36 Now Sarah, my master’s wife, gave birth to a son for my master after she was
old, and He gave him everything he owns.

37 Then my master made me take an oath, saying, ‘You must not take a wife for
my son from among the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land I’'m dwelling.’
38 Instead you must go to my father’s house and to my family, and take a wife for
my son.’

39 But | said to my master, ‘Suppose the woman won’t come back with me?’

40 So he said to me, ‘Adonai, before whom I’'ve walked continually, will send His
angel with you, and He will make your way successful, and you will take a wife for
my son from my family and from my father’s household.

41 Then you'll be free from my oath—if you come to my family and if they don’t
give her to you—then you’ll be free from my oath.’

42 So | came today to the spring and | said, ‘Adonai, the God of Abraham my
master, if You are really going to make my way upon which | am walking
successful,

43 look, I'm standing by the spring of water. So let it be that the unmarried girl
who is going out to draw water, to whom I’ll say, “Please give me a little water to
drink from your jug,”

44 and she’ll say to me, “You drink, and I'll also draw water for your camels” —let
her be the woman whom Adonai appoints for my master’s son!’

45 | had not yet finished speaking to my heart, and behold there was Rebekah
going out—her jug was on her shoulder and she went down to the spring and
drew water. So | said to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’



46 And she quickly lowered her jug off of her and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll also water
your camels.” So | drank, and she also watered the camels.

47 Then | asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she said, ‘The daughter of
Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” Then | placed the ring on her
nose and the bracelets on her hands.

48 | bowed down and worshipped Adonai and blessed Adonai, the God of my
master Abraham, who guided me on the true way to take the daughter of my
master’s brother for his son.

49 So now, if you're really going to show loyalty and truth to my master, tell me.
But if not, tell me and I’ll turn to the right or to the left.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered, and they said, “The matter proceeds
from Adonai. We cannot speak to you bad or good.

51 Rebekah is before you. Take her and go, and let her become a wife for our
master’s son, just as Adonai has spoken.”

52 Now when Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed down to the
ground to Adonai.

53 Then the servant brought out articles of silver and gold, and garments, and
gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious gifts to her brothers and to her
mother.

54 Then they ate and drank, he and the men who were with him, and spent the
night. When they arose in the morning, he said, “Send me off to my master.”
55 But her brother with her mother said, “Let the young woman stay with us a
few days—or ten. Afterwards she may go.”

56 But he said to them, “Don’t delay me, since Adonai has made my way
successful. Send me off so that | can go to my master.”

57 So they said, “We’ll call the young woman and let’s ask her opinion.”

58 Then they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She
said, “l will go.”

59 So they sent Rebekah their sister off with her nanny, and Abraham’s servant
and his men,

60 and they blessed Rebekah and said to her: “Our sister, may you become
thousands of ten thousands, and may your seed possess the gate of those who
hate him.”



61 Then Rebekah got up, with her maids, and they mounted the camels and
followed after the man. So the servant took Rebekah and departed.

62 Now Isaac had come from visiting Beer-lahai-roi and was living in the land of
the Negev.

63 Isaac went out to meditate strolling in the field at dusk. Then he lifted up his
eyes and saw, behold, camels were coming.

64 Rebekah also lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac. Then she fell off her camel.

65 Then she said to the servant, “Who is that man there who is walking in the
field—to meet us?” The servant said, “He is my master.” So she took the veil and
covered herself.

66 Then the servant recounted to Isaac all the things he had done.

67 Then Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother, took Rebekah and
she became his wife—and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after the loss of
his mother.

Genesis 25:1-18

Abraham’s Old Age and Descendants

1 Now Abraham took another wife—her name was Keturah.

2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah.

3 Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. Dedan’s sons were Asshurim, Letushim and
Leummim.

4 Midian’s sons were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida and Eldaah. All of these were
Keturah’s sons.

5 Now Abraham gave everything that he had to Isaac,

6 but to the sons of Abraham’s concubines, Abraham had given gifts and sent
them away from his son Isaac while he was still living, eastward to the land of the
east.

7 Now these are the days of the years of Abraham’s life that he lived: 175 years.

8 So Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, old and satisfied. Then
he was gathered to his peoples.

9 Then Isaac and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah in the field
of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite, next to Mamre,



10 the field that Abraham bought from the sons of Heth. There Abraham is buried
along with Sarah his wife.

11 After Abraham’s death, God blessed Isaac his son, and Isaac lived near Beer-
lahai-roi.

12 Now these are the genealogies of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom Hagar,
Sarah’s Egyptian slave-girl, bore to Abraham.

13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names according to their
descendants: Ishmael’s firstborn, Nebaioth, then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,

14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa,

15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedem.

16 These are Ishmael’s sons and these are their names, by their unwalled and
walled settlements, twelve princes according to their clans.

17 These are the years of Ishmael’s life: 137 years. He breathed his last, died and
was gathered to his peoples.

18 Then they dwelled from Havilah to Shur, which is east of Egypt as you go
toward Assyria. Over against all his brothers he fell.



HAFTARAH

1 Kings 1:1-31

Rivalry for the Throne

1 Now King David was old, advanced in years. Though they covered him with
clothes, he could not keep warm.

2 So his servants said to him: “Let them seek a young virgin for my lord the king,
and let her attend the king and be his nurse; and let her lie by your side, so my
lord the king may keep warm.”

3 So they sought for a beautiful girl throughout all the territory of Israel, and
found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king.

4 The girl was very beautiful. So she became the king’s nurse and served him, but
the king was not intimate with her.

5 Now Adonijah son of Haggith exalted himself, saying: “I'll be king!” So he
prepared for himself chariots, horsemen and 50 men to run before him.

6 His father had not scolded him at any time by asking: “Why have you behaved
this way?” He was also a very handsome man; and he was born after Absalom.

7 So he conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the kohen.
Following Adonijah, they supported him.

8 But Zadok the kohen, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei
and David’s mighty men, were not on Adonijah’s side.

9 Then Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen and fattened cattle by the stone of
Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel, and invited all his brothers, the king’s sons,
and all the men of Judah, the king’s servants,

10 but he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, or
Solomon.

11 But Nathan spoke to Bath-sheba, Solomon’s mother, saying: “Haven’t you
heard that Adonijah son of Haggith has assumed the kingship—and our lord David
doesn’t know it?

12 Now come, please let me give you advice. Save your own life and the life of
your son Solomon!



13 Go at once to King David, and say to him: ‘My lord the king, haven’t you sworn
to your handmaid, saying: “Surely your son Solomon will become king after me,
and he will sit on my throne”? Then why does Adonijah reign?’

14 Behold, while you are still there talking with the king, | will come in after you
and confirm your words.”

15 So Bath-sheba went to the king into the chamber. Now the king was very old,
with Abishag the Shunammite serving the king.

16 Bath-sheba bowed and prostrated herself to the king. The king asked, “What
troubles you?”

17 She said to him: “My lord, you swore by Adonai your God to your handmaid:
‘Surely, Solomon your son will be king after me, and he will sit on my throne.’

18 Yet now, behold, Adonijah reigns, though you do not know it—my lord the
king.

19 He has sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle and sheep in abundance, and has
invited all the king’s sons, Abiathar the kohen and Joab the commander of the
army, but he has not invited Solomon your servant.

20 As for you, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to tell them who
shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.

21 Otherwise it will come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his fathers,
that | and my son Solomon will be considered traitors.”

22 Then behold, while she was still talking with the king, the prophet Nathan
came in,

23 and they informed the king, saying: “Behold the prophet Nathan is here.”
When he came in before the king, he prostrated himself before the king with his
face to the ground.

24 Then Nathan said: “My lord the king, did you say: ‘Adonijah shall be king after
me, and he shall sit on my throne?’

25 For he has gone down today, slain oxen, fattened cattle and sheep in
abundance, and has invited all the king’s sons, the captains of the army and
Abiathar the kohen—and behold, they are eating and drinking with him, and they
are saying: ‘Long live King Adonijah!’

26 But he did not invite me, your servant, Zadok the kohen, Benaiah son of
Jehoiada or your servant Solomon.



27 Was this thing done by my lord the king, without letting your servants know
who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?”

28 Then King David answered and said: “Summon Bath-sheba to me.” So she
came into the king’s presence, and stood before the king.

29 Then the king swore an oath: “As Adonai lives, who has redeemed my soul out
of all distress,

30 as surely as | swore to you by Adonai, the God of Israel, saying that your son
Solomon will be king after me and will sit on my throne in my place. Thus | will
surely fulfill it this day!”

31 Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the ground and prostrated herself

before the king, and said: “Let my lord King David live forever!”



BRIT CHADASHA

Matthew 8:19-22

19 Then a Torah scholar came to Him and said, “Teacher, | will follow You
wherever You go.”

20 Yeshua tells him, “Foxes have dens and birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

21 Then another of the disciples said, “Master, first let me go and bury my
father.”

22 But Yeshua tells him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”

Matthew 27:3-10

3 Then Judah, His betrayer, saw that Yeshua had been condemned. Feeling
remorse, he brought the thirty silver pieces back to the ruling kohanim and
elders,

4 saying, “I've sinned, betraying innocent blood!” But they said, “What’s that to
us? You see to it yourself!”

5 After tossing the silver into the Temple sanctuary, he left. Then he went off and
hanged himself.

6 But the ruling kohanim took the silver pieces and said, “It is not permitted to put
these in the treasury, since it is blood money.”

7 So after they conferred, they bought with them the potter’s field, as a cemetery
for strangers.

8 For this reason that field has been called the “Field of Blood” to this day.

9 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “And they
took the thirty silver pieces, the price of Him on whom a price had been set

by Bnei-Yisrael,

10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, just as Adonaiarranged for me.”



Luke 9:57-62

57 As they were traveling on the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow You
wherever You go.”

58 But Yeshua said to him, “Foxes have dens and birds of the air have nests, but
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

59 He said to another, “Follow Me.” But that one said, “First let me go and bury
my father.”

60 But Yeshua said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead. But you, go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.”

61 Then another also said, “I will follow You, Master, but first let me say goodbye
to those in my home.”

62 But Yeshua said to him, “No one who has put his hand to the plow and looked
back is fit for the kingdom of God.”



